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WELCOMING	OUR	NEW	STUDENTS	
	
Henry	U.	(piano)		
Kingston	S.	(piano)		
Alicia	C.	(piano)	
Ayana	H.	(piano)	
Sowmiya	A.(voice)		
Ethan	J.	(piano)		
Jaemie	S.	(piano)	
	
	

IMA	STUDENTS	BIRTHDAYS	IN	NOVEMBER	
 
Bernice	Wu,	Stefania	Cheng,	Arian	Najibzadeh,	Jack	Lemoine,	
Anjena	Gajan,	Daniel	Velyvis,	Candice	Tseng,	Cindy	Cai,	Paulo	
Santos	Isento,	Rex	Hakimi,	Ragul	Shantakumar,	Lucas	Budnic	Low,	
Theesik	Aravinthan,	Garrett	Kawabata,	Ajay	Pooran,	Branavan	
Jeyanthakumar,	Aathesh	Jayakumar,	Shaelin	Baldsing,	Alexandra	
Lavric,	Jashvir	Rathore,	Sowmiya	Aravinthan,	Solara	Siva-
Bertumen.	
	
	

HAPPY	BIRTHDAY!	
	
	
IMPORTANT	DAYS	IN	NOVEMBER	

	

November	1	Kiwanis	Music	Festival	Registration	deadline	
November	11	Remembrance	Day	
November	25	PA	Day	(YR).	IMA	is	open.	
	
NEWS	
	
IMA	WMF	
	
It	has	been	almost	three	months	since	the	beginning	of	the	
school	year	and	we	have	already	had	many	opportunities	to	
celebrate	our	student’s	success.	One	of	the	major	local	
performing	forums	for	young	musicians,	the	Richmond	Hill	Music	
Festival,	has	brought	several	awards	to	the	iMA	students.		
	
Now	we	look	forward	to	preparing	well	for	the	Royal	
Conservatory	of	Music	examinations	in	January	and	for	the	
prestigious	Kiwanis	Music	Festival	of	the	GTA	in	February.	In	the	
mean	time,	the	Holiday	Season	is	fast	approaching	and	we	will	

celebrate	it	with	the	traditional	iMA	Winter	Music	Festival	that	
will	take	place	on	Saturday	and	Sunday,	December	10-11,	2016.	
	
The	festival	will	consist	of	ten	separate	one-hour	concerts	(on	
Saturday	–	only	piano	and	guitar;	on	Sunday	–	any	instruments).	
Book	your	calendars	for	this	exciting	event	–	together	with	the	
iMA	Summer	Music	Festival,	it	has	always	been	one	of	the	most	
significant	moments	for	many	of	our	students.	The	iMA	Faculty,	
staff,	and	I,	we	are	looking	forward	to	encourage,	support,	and	
rejoice	our	students’	performances.		
	
The	iMA	Winter	Music	Festival	will	take	place	at	the	newly	built	
recital	hall	of	the	International	Music	Academy	in	Stouffville	
located	at	50	Innovator	Avenue	in	Stouffville	ON	L4A	0Y2.	The	
hall	has	an	excellent	grand	piano,	large	screen	connected	to	an	
HD	camera	that	will	allow	you	to	see	the	finest	details	of	each	
performance.	The	Stouffville	location	is	only	10-15	minute	drive	
from	the	Markham	location.	A	free	parking	is	available	in	front	of	
the	school	as	well.	Detailed	information	about	the	Festival	will	be	
sent	by	the	beginning	of	December.	Students	who	have	their	
lessons	on	Saturday	will	perform	on	Sunday	and	vice	versa.		
	
IMA	OPENS	A	NEW	CAMPUS	
50	Innovator	Rd.,	Stouffville	ON	L4A	0Y2	
Tel.	905.640.6363	
	

The	
International	Music	Academy	has	opened	a	new	campus	in	
Stouffville.	The	new	state-of-the-art	facility	offers	private	lessons	
in	piano,	violin,	voice,	guitar,	flute,	clarinet,	saxophone,	French	
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horn,	Trombone,	Euphonium,	Tuba,	drums,	theory,	history,	
harmony,	counterpoint,	orchestral	and	choir	conducting.	In	
addition,	the	school	offers	group	lessons	in	Suzuki	violin,	
chamber	music	ensembles,	jazz	ensembles,	choir,	theory,	history,	
harmony,	and	counterpoint.	
	
The	IMA	–Stouffville	is	located	within	5	minutes	walking	distance	
from	Oscar	Peterson	Public	School,	Stouffville	District	Secondary	
School,	St.	Brendan	Catholic	School,	and	Royal	Cachet	Montessori	
School.	It	is	only	15	km	(10	min	drive)	north	of	the	International	
Music	Academy	Markham	campus	and	10	km	east	from	HWY	404	
(Stouffville	Rd	exit).		
	
With	an	overall	capacity	of	800	students,	the	new	school	has	7	
large	purpose-built	studios	equipped	with	new	acoustic	upright	
pianos.	One	additional	large	purpose-built	studio	is	equipped	with	
a	high-end	drum	kit,	electronic	keyboard,	2-manual	organ	and	
recording	hardware.	Each	studio	has	a	TV	screen	with	an	Internet	
connection,	surround	sound	system,	multi-access	HDMI	ports,	
music	stand	and	ergonomic	chairs.	Studios	are	wheelchair	
accessible,	acoustically	engineered	and	furnished	with	a	double	
entrance	door	and	a	1’-thick	partition	walls	packed	with	a	high-
density	soundproofing	material.	Future	development	also	includes	
a	100-seat	recital	hall	with	a	grand	piano,	large	(10’	x	16’)	movie	
screen,	3D	projector,	high	end	surround	sound	system,	blue-ray	
player,	dedicated	fiber-optic	ultra-high	speed	Internet	line	for	live	
video	streaming.	
	
The	reception	area	has	a	fireplace,	comfortable	leather	seats,	
large	screen	TV,	complimentary	magazines,	and	a	WiFi;	a	fully	
equipped	kitchenette	with	complimentary	coffee,	tea	beverages	
and	water	for	clients	and	staff.	There	is	plenty	of	free	public	
parking	and,	like	our	Markham	campus,	the	school	is	open	7	days	
a	week.	
	
						
GET	A	$30	CREDIT	ON	YOUR	NEXT	MONTH	TUITION	
	
We	have	been	very	pleased	with	the	continued	success	of	our	
students.	They	have	improved	a	great	deal	and	we	share	their	
excitement	with	their	families,	friends,	neighbors,	and	
schoolmates.	We	appreciate	your	interest	towards	our	programs	
and	services.	We	are	always	very	happy	to	welcome	new	students	
of	all	ages,	levels,	and	instruments	to	the	iMA.	Please	tell	your	
friends	about	your	experience	with	the	International	Music	
Academy.		
	
Do	you	know	someone	who	is	thinking	of	taking	music	lessons	or	
who	has	children	who	may	be	interested	in	getting	their	hands	on	
a	musical	instrument	or	singing?	Do	you	know	a	teenager	who	
needs	a	high	school	OAC	credit?	Do	you	know	an	adult	who	has	
wanted	for	a	long	time	to	learn	how	to	play	a	musical	instrument	
but	has	never	had	the	time	or	inclination?	Please	tell	them	about	
the	IMA.	
	
As	an	appreciation	for	your	referral,	we	will	give	you	a	$30	credit	
for	each	new	student	who	registers	at	the	International	Music	
Academy	as	a	result	of	your	referral.	As	we	value	your	friends	as	

much	as	we	value	you,	we	will	offer	to	each	referred	student	a	
$30	credit	as	well.	
	
	
PERSONALIZED	IMA	GIFT	CARD	
	

The	IMA	offers	personalized	
Gift	Cards	that	could	be	used	as	
thoughtful	birthday,	holiday,	
bar/bat	Mitzvah,	graduation	
gift	or	for	any	other	occasions	
as	well	as	to	encourage	
someone	to	start	learning	a	

musical	instrument	or	singing.	The	card	can	be	used	for	any	
products	or	services.		
	
The	gift	card	is	available	for	any	amount.	As	cards	are	
personalized	with	the	name	of	the	person	who	will	receive	it	as	
well	as	with	the	name	of	the	person	who	purchase	it,	requests	
have	to	be	made	1	day	in	advance.	Cards	can	be	ordered	in	
person,	by	phone	at	905.489.4620	or	by	e-mail	at	
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca.	At	the	time	the	card	is	
ordered,	a	non-refundable	$5	deposit	is	required.	The	full	value	
of	the	card	is	paid	upon	pick-up	(and	the	deposit	is	credited	
towards	the	purchase	price).	Payments	can	be	made	by	any	
major	credit	card,	cheque	or	cash	as	well	as	through	the	
accounts	of	the	IMA	Clients.	

	
	

FOLLOW	US	ON	 	
	
Stay	in	touch	and	follow	the	IMA	latest	news	on	Facebook.	Visit	
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
33444769758/	and	become	a	friend	of	the	International	Music	
Academy.	

	
	
COMPOSERS’	ANNIVERSARIES	IN	NOVEMBER	

	
	
14,	1719	

	
MOZART,	Leopold	(father	of	Wolfgang)	

14,	1778	 HUMMEL,	Johann	Nepomuk	
14,	1900	 COPLAND,	Aaron	
18,	1786	 WEBER,	Carl	Maria	Friedrich	Ernst,	Freiherr	von	
18,	1860	 PADEREWSKI,	Ignacy	Jan	
22,	1710	 BACH,	Wilhelm	Friedemann	
22,	1913	 BRITTEN,	Lord	Benjamin	
	
Where	you	born	or	do	you	know	someone	who	was	born	on	the	
same	day	as	these	famous	composers?	Drop	us	e-mail	at	
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca	to	let	us	know.	
	
 



	
FEATURED	TEACHER	OF	THE	MONTH	
	

Scott	Purchase,	B.Mus.,	B.Ed.			
Woodwinds/brass,	Guitar	
Music	Theory	
	
Scott	Purchase	earned	his	Bachelor	of	
Music	and	Education	degrees	from	
Queen’s	University.		He	began	his	
career	teaching	band,	guitar	and	choir	
in	the	public	school	system	in	

Yellowknife.		Mr.	Purchase	is	an	accomplished	jazz	and	classical	
trombone	player,	and	played	both	trumpet	and	trombone	in	
several	professional	jazz	bands	in	Kingston	and	the	GTA.		Mr.	
Purchase	has	performance	experience	on	many	different	
concert	band	instruments	in	professional	environments,	and	
has	taught	flute,	clarinet,	saxophone,	trumpet,	trombone	
French	horn,	tuba,	and	euphonium	in	a	classroom	
environment.		Mr.	Purchase	was	known	throughout	
Yellowknife	for	his	ability	to	build	upon	student	interests	and	
get	the	most	out	of	the	young	people	he	works	with.		Mr.	
Purchase	has	taught	a	wide	variety	of	music	lessons	in	a	
private	studio,	specializing	in	jazz	harmony,	composition,	
choral	conducting,	and	all	concert	band	instruments	from	
beginners	to	university	preparation	and	beyond.	
	
Mr.	Purchase	was	happy	to	answer	a	few	questions	for	our	
students	and	parents:		
	
1.	What	do	you	like	most	about	teaching?	I	love	the	moments	
just	before	a	student's	eyes	light	up	because	they	understand	a	
new	concept	that	can	help	them	become	a	better	
musician.		Sometimes	it	is	an	analogy,	a	brief	story,	or	an	idea	
that	they	bring	that	helps	them	achieve	this	wonderful	
accomplishment.		
	
2.	How	do	you	inspire	students	to	practice	more?	Fostering	a	
teaching	environment	that	focuses	on	ways	to	be	successful	
during	the	lesson.		How	can	I	expect	a	student	to	be	successful	
on	their	own	if	they	don't	achieve	success	with	their	
teacher?		If	I	can	help	a	student	achieve	one	task,	no	matter	
how	simple,	in	a	way	that	makes	them	feel	successful,	they	will	
naturally	want	to	carry	that	enthusiasm	into	their	personal	
practice.	
	
3.	What	roles	does	performance	play	in	student’s	
development?	It	is	important	to	have	a	purpose	in	everything	
that	we	do.		Music	is	a	form	of	expression	that	knows	no	
boundaries	or	borders,	and	is	capable	of	inspiring	every	
emotion	we	know	of	through	powerful	performance.		Why	
become	a	musician	unless	you	are	going	to	one	day	share	your	
gifts	with	others?		In	performing,	we	are	saying	thank	you	to	
our	teachers	for	guiding	us,	or	family	for	supporting	us,	and	to	
our	audience	for	listening.	
	
4.	Who	are	your	favourite	composers?	I	love	the	music	of	
Chopin	most	of	all.		I	have	spent	many	years	studying	the	

		

songwriting	abilities	and	methods	of	John	Lennon	and	Paul	
McCartney.		I	have	a	soft	spot	for	film	scores,	and	Thomas	
Newman	is	my	favourite	film	score	composer.		I	have	written	
some	music	of	my	own	as	well,	so	in	a	way	I	am	also	one	of	my	
favourite	composers!	
	
5.	What	was	the	last	piece	of	music	(sheet	music	or	a	
recording)	you	purchased	for	yourself?	I	am	a	fan	of	French	
Canadian	musician	Rosie	Valland,	who	released	a	fantastic	pop	
album	called	"Partir	avant"	last	year.		I	highly	recommend	the	
tracks	"Quebec	City"	and	"Finalement".	

	

		

	
FEATURED	STUDENT	OF	THE	MONTH		
 

Kyla	Marie	Thompson	
	
What	instrument	do	you	play?	-	I	play	
the	piano.	
	
How	long	have	you	taken	lessons?	-	I	
have	been	taking	lessons	for	three	years,	
since	I	was	3	years	old.	I	am	now	6	years	
old	and	l	like	making	my	own	music.	

		
Who	are	your	favourite	musical	artists?	-	My	favourite	musical	
artists	are	Justin	Bieber,	Zayn,	Ludwig	Van	Beethoven	and	
Wolfgang	Amadeus	Mozart.			
	
What	are	your	other	hobbies,	besides	music?	-	I	love	to	draw,	
paint,	colour,	create	art	pieces,	sing	and	dance.		I	have	taken	
ballet	in	the	past	and	look	forward	to	taking	some	acrobatic	and	
gymnastic	classes	in	the	future.	
	
Favorite	food?	-	My	favourite	foods	are	spaghetti,	pasta,	and	
macaroni	and	cheese.	
	
What	is	the	coolest	thing	you’ve	learnt	in	your	lessons	in	the	past	
three	months?	-	I	love	playing	Ode	to	Joy	by	memory.	
	
Do	you	have	any	performance	coming	up?	-	At	the	moment	I	do	
not,	however,	I	look	forward	to	preparing	for	the	IMA	Christmas	
Concert.	
	
E-mail	to	info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca	a	photo	of	yourself	
(or	your	child)	together	with	the	answers	of	the	questions	above.	
The	deadline	for	submissions	is	the	15th	of	every	month.	We	will	
feature	you	in	one	of	the	next	issues	of	the	newsletter.	
	
PET	OF	THE	MONTH	
	
Send	a	photo	of	your	pet	together	with	following	information	and	
we	will	publish	it	in	one	of	the	next	issues	of	the	IMA	newsletter.	
What	is	the	name	of	your	pet?	How	old	is	he/she?	What	kind	of	
breed	our	pet	is	(if	applicable)?	How	long	have	you	had	him/her	for?	
Any	special	circumstances	around	getting	the	pet	(i.e.	a	gift,	foster	



pet,	etc.)?	The	funniest	story	about	you	pet?	Any	special	skills	or	
abilities.	
	

FEATURED	ARTICLE	
	
3	Things	Parents	Must	Tell	Their	Children	
When	They	Begin	a	Musical	Instrument	
	
By:	Tony	Mazzocchi	
	
Article	originally	posted	on	The	Music	Parents’	Guide	
		
Hopefully	your	child	will	begin	a	musical	instrument	through	
their	school	music	program.		If	so,	when	they	bring	home	their	
instrument	for	the	first	time,	it	is	more	than	just	an	exciting	day…	
	
	...It	is	an	opportunity...	
	
	…Perhaps	one	of	the	greatest	opportunities	in	your	child’s	life	
thus	far.	
	
If	you	are	like	me,	you	want	your	kid(s)	to	complete	their	K-12	
education	with	far	more	than	factual	knowledge	and	an	ability	to	
score	well	on	tests.		You	don’t	believe	that	your	child’s	success	in	
life	depends	primarily	on	cognitive	skills	—	the	type	of	intelligence	
that	is	measured	on	IQ	tests	and	such.		You	don’t	believe	that	
school	should	be	primarily	focused	on	stuffing	kids’	brains	with	as	
much	factual	knowledge	as	possible,	but	instead	is	focused	on	
growing	skills	and	mindsets	that	will	last	a	lifetime.		Psychological	
traits	that	include:	
	
• The	patience	to	persist	at	a	tough	(and	perhaps	boring)	task;	
• The	ability	to	delay	gratification;	
• The	curiosity	and	grit	to	problem	solve;	

	…just	to	name	just	a	few.	
	
	And	the	musical	instrument	in	your	child’s	hand	could	be	the	key	
to	learning	those	skills.	
	
You	see,	your	child	didn’t	receive	an	instrument	with	the	
expectation	that	they	would	become	a	professional	musician,	just	
as	they	did	not	receive	a	math	book	with	the	expectation	of	them	
becoming	a	mathematician.		But,	unlike	any	other	subject,	your	
child	has	the	opportunity	to	develop	some	of	the	most	important	
life	skills	through	learning	to	play	an	instrument,	and	you	need	to	
let	them	know	this	is	the	case.	
	
Here	are	three	things	parents	need	to	know	and	be	able	to	
express	to	their	child	as	soon	as	they	begin	learning	to	play	a	
musical	instrument:	
	
“You	are	allowed	to	fail,	and	you	will	become	better	because	of	
your	failures.”			There	are	no	red	pen	marks	for	missed	notes	in	
music	the	way	there	are	on	tests	—	there	is	nothing	to	feel	bad	
about	when	you	play	something	“wrong”	in	music.		To	become	
skilled	at	a	musical	instrument	—	and	to	become	great	at	
anything	—	one	needs	to	struggle	a	little.		In	your	child’s	case,	

they	need	to	sound	bad	before	they	sound	good;	they	need	to	
work	on	things	just	beyond	what	they	are	capable	of	in	order	to	
get	better	and	smarter,	and	that	means	they	need	to	make	
mistakes.		There	is	a	small	gap	between	what	we	all	are	able	to	do	
and	where	we	want	to	be,	and	focusing	on	that	gap	makes	us	
better	learners	and	better	people.		Learning	a	musical	
instrument	allows	us	to	grow	from	our	mistakes.	
	
“Hard	works	trumps	talent	every	single	time.”		Practicing	a	skill	
over	and	over,	the	right	way,	fires	circuits	in	our	brains	that	
solidify	that	skill.		Sure,	some	people	find	some	skills	easier	at	first	
than	others,	but	the	people	who	practice	that	skill	daily	in	order	
to	“burn	it”	into	their	brain	will	always	far	surpass	people	who	
don’t	practice	enough.		Practicing	a	musical	instrument	helps	
children	learn	the	universal	truth	that	hard	work	trumps	talent.	
	
“This	is	a	long-term	commitment,	and	we	are	going	to	stick	with	
it.”			Studies	have	shown	that	students	who	identified	that	they	
would	play	their	instrument	for	longer	than	one	year	
outperformed	students	who	only	committed	to	one	year	of	
playing	by	up	to	400%	—	practicing	the	same	amount	of	time	if	
not	less!		The	ideas	and	mindsets	students	bring	to	their	musical	
instrument	study	have	a	direct	effect	on	their	success,	and	it’s	the	
parents’	role	to	set	the	tone	on	the	first	day	by	not	giving	their	
child	an	“easy	out”	to	quit.		Make	the	decision	to	invest	in	your	
child’s	music	education	for	at	least	a	few	years	of	their	schooling	
and	you	will	see	results.	
	
There	are	not	many	subjects	taught	in	school	that	have	the	
potential	to	give	our	children	the	life	skills	they	need	to	be	
successful	beyond	their	school	lives.		Our	children	can	learn	how	
to	have	grit,	motivation,	problem-solving	skills,	flexibility,	and	
character	during	and	after	their	K-12	schooling	—	and	music	is	the	
vehicle	to	teach	these	skills.	
		
What	if	we	as	parents	treated	music	like	any	other	core	subject	
and	expected	our	children	to	study	it	for	at	least	4	or	5	
years?	What	does	“success	in	school”	mean	to	you	and	your	child?	
		
To	comment	on	this	story	or	anything	else	you	have	read	in	the	
Newsletter,	head	over	to	the	IMA	Facebook	page	or	message	us	on	
Twitter.	



	
	

	

	 	

International	Music	Academy	

GIFT	CERTIFICATE	
for	new	students	only	

	

ONE	FREE	LESSON	
Call	the	IMA	Office	at	

905.489.4620	(Markham)	or	
905.640.6363	(Stouffville)	

to	schedule	your	first	lesson.	
Once	scheduled,	the	lesson	cannot	be	rescheduled.	Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No	refunds,	no	exchanges.	

	

 Music is sooooooooo beuatiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

November 15, 2016 and receive 

$30 off 
New students only. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
 

REFER	A	NEW	STUDENT	and	
GET	ONE	FREE	LESSON!	

	
When	you	refer	a	new	student	to	the	IMA,	who	
registers	for	lesson,	you	will	get	one	free	lesson	for	
every	new	student.	So,	if	you	refer	the	IMA	to	2	new	
students,	we	will	give	you	2	free	lessons;	for	3	new	
students	–	3	free	lessons	etc.	Fill	in	the	coupon	
below	and	leave	it	with	the	IMA	Office	
administrator.		
	
Your	name:	______________________________	
	
Name	of	the	new	student:	__________________	
	
You	can	print	or	photocopy	this	coupon	as	many	times	as	you	need.	

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


